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Government Revokes Canned Pea Standards 


The Department of Agriculture has just issued an an- 
nouncement, revoking definitions and standards for canned pea 
grades, which were adopted by the Department a number of 
years ago as a guide to food officials in the enforcement of the 
Food and Drugs Act. These definitions and standards were 
published in National Canners Association bulletins 82-A and 
88-A. The reason given in the announcement for the revoca- 
tion of these standards is that fruits and vegetables are now 
graded by the Department under acts which more specifically 
cover grading than does the Federal Food and Drugs Act. 

Sometime ago a committee from this Association confer- 
red with members of the Joint Committee on Definitions and 
Standards and requested that these old standards be reconsid- 
ered on the ground that they were not in accordance with com- 
mercial practice, no provision being made for an extra stand- 
ard grade. 


Conference With the Tariff Commission on Tomato Imports 

Vice-President Cannon, Chairman of the Association’s To- 
mato Import Committee, arranged with the Tariff Commission 
for an informal conference on August 4, in order to place before 
the Commission the serious condition of the tomato canning in- 
dustry and the need for prompt relief from the serious competi- 
tion with the large importations of Italian canned tomatoes. 
The industry was also represented by N. H. Fooks, President, 
and J. Richard Phillips, Chairman of the committee of the 
Tri-State Packers Association; Carl Scudder of Indiana, repre- 
senting the Indiana canners in place of Mr. Grosvenor; also 
Frank E. Gorrell and Henry M. Loomis of the Washington of- 
fice of the Association. 

Commissioners Brossard and Lowell and three experts of 
the Commission represented the Tariff Commission at the con- 
ference. The Commission stated positively that it was impos- 
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sible for them to make an investigation and report in time to 
help the domestic canners before the present season's pack goes 
on the market, but if an investigation is justified by the pre- 
liminary report of their experts, the Commission will do every- 
thing possible to push the investigation. 

Much of the discussion revolved around the question whether 
Italian canned tomatoes are “like or similar products” to do- 
mestic canned tomatoes, as this is necessary under the law to 
justify a comparative study of the cost of production. At the 
Congressional] hearings on the present Tariff Act, a representa- 
tive of the importers claimed that Italian canned tomatoes were 
an entirely different product and did not compete with the do- 
mestic tomatoes. 

It was finally agreed that the general run of Italian toma- 
toes imported into the United States are similar to fancy do- 
mestic tomatoes and that their costs of production are properly 
comparable. The Commission displayed a keen interest in the 
questions involved and were apparently sympathetic toward the 
appeal for some ‘relief. 

New Circular for Tomato Canners 

The Research Laboratory has just issued circular 15-L. en- 
titled “Processing and Cooling of Tomatoes.” This circular is 
being sent to all members this week. 


Endorsement of Apparatus Denied 

Recent copies of the Information Letter have called atten- 
tion to the fact that the National Canners Association does not 
endorse any specific make of machinery, apparatus, or material, 
and that any advertisement cf a product purporting to have 
the endorsement of the Association or any of its employees is 
unwarranted. 

Attention has just been called to a circular which has been 
sent to the tomato pulp industry, issued by the “Biglo Specific 
Gravity Co.” Some pulp canners have informed us that this 
gives the impression that the specific gravity apparatus de- 
scribed has the endorsement of the Director of the Research 
Laboratory. 

The inventor assures us that this was not intended and 
that the name of the company will be changed and the adver- 
tising matters so altered that it will not give this impression. 


Elimination of Swells and Other Abnormal Cans 
The Committee on Cooperation with the Bureau of Chem- 
istry has recently sent a second letter to the canning industry, 
calling attention to the desire of the Bureau of Chemistry to 
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see that the canners exercise every diligence in preventing the 
shipment of swells and other abnormal cans. 

The replies to this letter, like its predecessor, have been 
most gratifying, both in number and spirit. 

A few of the canners indicate some little irritation that 
such a question as this should be called to their attention, but 
it must be borne in mind that the Bureau of Chemistry desires 
100%, cooperation on the part of the canning industry. While 
it is needless to make such a request to many of the canners, 
the letter has been mailed to all, so that everyone can be thor- 
oughly posted. 

It has been demonstrated that the consumer sometimes 
does not know the difference between a swell and an ordinary 
can of food, and it is far easier for the industry, when the dis- 
tributors cooperate, to keep swells from getting into consump- 
tion than it would be for the Government to be compelled to 
resort to a campaign of publicity to educate the consumer as to 
just what a spoiled can of food is. Such education as this 
through the press and public journals, no matter how conscien- 
tiously prepared, might have a most unfortunate reaction against 
canned foods, and the Government has expressed the hope that 
it will not be necessary to resort to such an educational cam- 
paign. However, it has determined that spoiled foods in any 
form, or any abnormal can of any kind, shall not be sold to the 
consumer. 

One of our members in acknowledging receipt of this second 
letter says: “You have our hearty cooperation and we appre- 
ciate your sending us the letter so that we can caution our ship- 
ping department. This sort of cooperation helps to keep every- 
one just a little more careful, which is what we are all after.” 


Canned Foods Industry and Trade Abroad 


The following items, of particular interest to canners, are 
received from the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
United States Department of Commerce. 

Cuban Pineapples. The pineapple season in Cuba has just 
come to a close. On account of the low price being offered in 
the United States and difficulties in shipping on account of the 
railroad strike, exports decreased noticeably from the preced- 
ing season. It was reported that the total exports amounted 
to 2,486 cars, about 200 less than during the preceding season. 

Spanish Trade in Argentina. According to the American 
Commercial Attache at Madrid, Spain has fallen from fifth 
place in 1916, based on Argentine import trade, to tenth place 
in 1925-26. It was reported that lack of care on the part of 
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Spanish exporters accounts in part for this decline. Portugal . 
is replacing Spain in the case of sardines, and canned fruits } 
from the United States have led the Spanish products. Italy 
and Belgium are now supplying the bulk of canned vegetables, 
though canned pimientos are still largely imported from Spain. 

United States Imports of Tomatoes from Italy. The import 
figures of tomatoes and tomato paste from Italy for the month 
of June, 1926, are as follows: 


Canned tomatoes, pounds 
Canned tomatoes, value 
Tomato paste, pounds 


Domestic exports of canned foods for twelve months ended 
June, 1925 and 1926, are as follows: 
1925 1926 

Total canned vegetables’ 47,891,463 Ibs. 62,969,998 Ibs. 
$5,407,233 $6,362,600 

Total canned fruits 201,232,701 Ibs. 266,672,514 Ibs. 
$27,138,783 

48,155,786 Ibs. 
$8,224,662 

69,705,742 Ibs. 
$5,970,182 


Navy Asks for Bids on Beets and Apple Sauce 


The Navy Department is requesting bids on 420,000 pounds 
of canned beets, under Schedule No. 5734, to be opened Septem- 
ber 28; deliveries to be made as follows: 40,000 pounds at Bos- 
ton, Mass.; 80,000 pounds at Brooklyn, N. Y.; 40,000 pounds at 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; 80,000 pounds at Hampton Roads, Va. ; 90,000 
pounds at Mare Island, Calif., and 90,000 pounds at Puget 
Sound, Wash. 

The Department is also requesting bids on 600,000 pounds 
of canned apple sauce, under Schedule No. 5798, to be opened 
October 12; deliveries to be made as follows: 40,000 pounds 
at Boston, Mass.; 80,900 pounds at Brooklyn, N. Y.; 40,000 
pounds at Philadelphia, Pa.; 160,000 pounds at Hampton Roads, 
Va.; 160,000 pounds at Mare Island, Calif.; and 120,000 pounds 
at Puget Sound, Wash. 

Schedules for submitting bids may be obtained from the 
Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


From Italy 
Tomato paste, value $187,050 
Export Trade 


